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Title of Unit
	Treaties and Coexistence: Building Harmonious Relationships
	
Grade Level
	Grade 2

	
Subjects
	Health Education, Social Studies, Science, Arts Education 
	
Time Frame
	4 classes (60-90 minutes each)

	
Developed By
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	Unit Overview
In the box below, provide a one to two paragraph overview of your unit. Describe your overall intentions for the mini-unit: What do you want students to take away from the lessons? Briefly explain how the four lessons build on each other in a logical sequence.

	In this mini-unit students will explore the interconnectedness of humans, animals, and the environment through a multidisciplinary approach. This approach integrates science, health education, social studies, and arts education. The overall intention is for students to develop a deep understanding of respect and harmonious relations between all the living beings and the environment. Students will learn how different cultures view relationships with nature and each other by investigating traditional First Nations and Western European worldviews, as well as arts and cultural traditions. The four lessons are built logically on one another, starting with an examination of the interdependence of humans and animals in various ecosystems in Science class. This will help students to understand the importance of all living beings in maintaining balance and lay the foundation for learning about the importance of respect for one another, animals, other living beings, and the environment in the Health Science class. Students will also discover different ways to show respect and learn that different cultures have their own views on the relationship with animals and nature. In Social Studies class, students will analyze different worldviews on the environment by comparing Indigenous and Western European perspectives. This will allow them to appreciate and respect diverse ways of knowing and relating to nature and one another. Finally, in the Arts Education class, students will identify key features of their community's arts and cultural traditions and explore how these reflect peaceful relationships, especially between Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities.

Throughout the unit, students will connect their learning to treaty principles, focusing on the importance of sharing, cooperation, and living in harmony with one another. They will learn that treaties are agreements between First Nations and non-Indigenous people that create peaceful relationships by sharing land, resources, and responsibilities. Students will discover how treaties build trust and teamwork between different cultures, encouraging respect, and taking care of the land. They will also learn about the special relationship Indigenous peoples have with nature as they see the natural world as something to be cared for and respected, rather than owned or controlled. By exploring treaty values such as mutual respect, cooperation, and caring for nature, students will understand how these agreements still affect relationships today, both between people and the environment. By the end of the unit, students will recognize how treating others with kindness and respect, appreciating different cultures, and taking care of the natural world are important for creating strong and peaceful relationships.




	Stage 1 - Identify Desired Results 


	

	Learning Outcomes
Should be identified by designation (e.g., USC 9.1) and written in student friendly language – words that you can share with the students so they know what it is they are trying to achieve.



	
Note: You should include one outcome for each of the four subject areas, as well as one treaty education outcome (which should apply to all four of the lessons).

Science (AN2.3): Assess the interdependence of humans and animals in natural and constructed environments.
Learning outcomes: 
· Understand how humans and animals are interconnected in both natural and built environments
· Examine the importance and sacredness of animals in First Nations, Métis, and other cultures
· Learn about the interconnectedness of all lying organisms and how they interact 
· Learn how people can help or hurt animals  

Health Education (USC 2.4): Examine social and personal meanings of "respect" and establish ways to show respect for self, persons, living things, possessions, and the environment
· Understand respectful language like words and tone when talking about “respect”
· Discover different ways to show respect like handshake or making an eye contact, and practice to avoid behaviors that exclude others 
· Learn to be kind and show gratitude to others
· Learn how to respect your own and others belongings, like asking before borrowing someone’s things

Social Studies (R.W 2.2): Analyze various worldviews regarding the natural environment.
· Explore and explain how First Nations people view the relationship between humans and the environment
· Describe how traditional Western European beliefs see the connection between people and the environment
· Describe how people in their community currently view the relationship between humans and the natural environment
· Evaluate different beliefs about how to create balance and harmony between humans and nature

Arts Education (CH2.1): Identify key features of arts and cultural traditions in own community.
· Investigate and identify different arts and cultural traditions in their own community, such as music, dance, and visual arts
· Explain why these arts and cultural traditions are important to the community and how they reflect its identity
· Recognize harmony in culture through arts and cultural activities 
· Shows examples of peaceful and harmonious relationships between First Nations and others in their community

Treaty Education Outcome that applies for all four of the lessons (TR2): Examine how the Treaties are the basis for harmonious relationships in which land and resources are shared.
· Explain what peace and harmony mean and give examples of how these values are shown in daily life
· Describe how First Nations view sharing land and resources, highlighting community vs. individual ownership
· Provide examples of cooperation between First Nations and non-Indigenous communities and discuss their importance
· Connect Treaty principles to personal interactions and responsibilities regarding land and resources


	Enduring Understandings
What understandings about the big ideas are desired? (what you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now)
What misunderstandings are predictable?
	Essential Questions for Deep Understanding
What provocative questions will foster inquiry into the content? (open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding)

	Students will understand that...

All living things, including humans, animals, plants and other living beings, are interconnected, and how we treat animals and nature shows our respect for life and the environment. People can help animals by protecting them and their habitats, or harm them through neglect or exploitation. Students will also understand that different cultures have their own unique views on nature, but many of them use art, music, dance, and traditions to express values like respect, peace, and harmony. Treaties and agreements between people help to create peaceful relationships and coexistence. They ensure that we all live together in a way that honors the Earth, its creatures, and the environment.  


Related misconceptions…

Some students might think that all cultures are the same, or that humans are not connected to nature. They might believe that respect only means being kind to people, not to animals or the environment. Some may see art as just something to do for fun, or think that treaties and agreements from the past do not matter today. These misconceptions overlook the importance of understanding how everything in nature is connected and how we all need to respect and care for the Earth and each other. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
	Content specific….

How are humans, animals, and nature connected?

What if animals could no longer live in our world - how would our lives change?

Why is respect important in how we treat people, animals, all living beings, and the environment?

How do Indigenous peoples and other cultures see their relationship with the Earth and animals?

How does art in our community show respect for people and nature?

How do treaties help us all live together in harmony and share the land with all people?

FNMI, multicultural, cross-curricular…

What are some animals that are traditional to Indigenous peoples traditions?

Many Indigenous cultures have deep connection to animals and see them as symbols of strength, wisdom, and guidance. The animals that are considered traditional to Indigenous peoples can vary on region and specific Indigenous groups. For example, the turtle is considered a sacred animal in many Indigenous cultures, especially among the Iroquoian-speaking peoples. It symbolizes the creation of the Earth and is referred to as “Turtle Island”. For many Plains tribes, buffalo is a traditional animal as it is a foundation of their way of lifes. It is not only a source of food but it also has a spiritual significance and represents resilience and cycle of life. In some indigenous cultures of the Pacific Northwest, raven is believed to have great power of wisdom and is seen as a creator and a teacher. Those are just a few examples, there are many more animals that hold important spiritual and cultural meaning in Indigenous traditions. 






	Knowledge:
What knowledge will students acquire as a result of this unit?  This content knowledge may come from the indicators, or might also address pre-requisite knowledge that students will need for this unit.

	Skills
What skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?  List the skills and/or behaviours that students will be able to exhibit as a result of their work in this unit.  These will come from the indicators.

	Students will know...

· Humans, animals, and other living beings, and nature are all connected and depend on each other 
· Respect is important for all living beings
· Different cultures see nature in different ways 
· Art helps to show values like respect, peach, and harmony
· Treaties help people coexist peacefully and share the land and resources
· We are all treaty people
	Students will be able to…

· understand how humans, animals, and nature are interconnected and provide examples  
· show respect with words and actions 
· learn how different cultures show respect and see nature
· explain what art in their community teaches us about respect and peace
· understand what treaties are and how they help people live together in harmony 




	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence


	Summative Assessment
The summative assessment should take place after the series of four lessons and should assess students on all five (one treaty ed plus four subject area) outcomes/indicators. 
The summative assessment should be a performance assessment of some sort, NOT a test.



	Summative assessment	

	The P.R.O.C.E.S.S. framework helps students plan, reflect, and evaluate their poster project in a clear and structured way. It ensures they understand the key goals of the project and can track their progress throughout the process.
P – Purpose
Create a poster that demonstrates the interconnection of humans, animals, land, and resources across multiple subjects.
R – Research
Gather information about ecosystems, respect, First Nations worldviews, and Treaties.
O – Organize
Plan the layout and structure of the poster.
C – Create
Design the final poster that integrates all themes and ideas.
E – Evaluate
Assess the poster based on the rubric and the criteria for success.
S – Share
Share your poster with others in the classroom. 
S – Self-Reflect
Reflect on the learning process and the final product.Think about the entire process. What did you learn? What worked well, and what could you improve next time?

	Attach final assessment (e.g., rubric) to Unit Plan

“Harmoniuos Word” Poster

The final assessment for this mini-unit will be a poster project that combines learning from Science, Health Education, Social Studies, Arts Education, and Treaty Education. In the Science section, students will choose an ecosystem (e.g. forest, ocean) and create a food chain or web, showing the interconnections between humans, animals, and the environment. Students will focus on how different organisms depend on each other and how human actions can impact these relationships.

In Health Education, students will demonstrate ways to show respect for others, the environment, and all living beings. This could include images or symbols that represent kindness, sharing, and incorporate Indigenous views on respecting land and resources. Students will reflect on the importance of mutual respect in maintaining a balanced and harmonious world.

For Social Studies, students will reflect on how Indigenous cultures view relationships between humans, animals, and the land, and explain how Treaties promote cooperation and peaceful relations. They will also explain how Treaties were created to promote cooperation, peaceful relationships, and the sharing of the resources and the land. Students will explore how these principles can be applied in their own lives and interactions with others.

The Arts Education component will tie everything together as students will create an art piece that will symbolize the harmony in nature and the interconnectedness of all living things. This will demonstrate the students’ ability to express their ideas through creative ways. 

To encourage collaboration and deeper learning, students will work in small groups that will provide opportunities for students to share ideas, learn from each other, and collaborate. This teamwork will also help them to practice their communication skills and respect each other’s perspectives. Through this project, students will show their creativity while also demonstrating their understanding of these key concepts. These posters will be displayed on the classroom wall, reminding of the important concepts of respect, balance, and interconnectedness that students explored throughout the unit. 


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
The final assessment rubric is attached below.


	Other Evidence
Through what other evidence (work samples, observations, quizzes, tests, journals or other means) will students demonstrate achievement of the outcomes? Identify both formative and summative assessments you will use throughout the unit and indicate which outcome(s) for which you will gain evidence. 
	Student Self-Assessment
How will students reflect upon or self-assess their learning?

	
Throughout the unit, students will show their understanding through a mix of formative and summative assessments. Formative assessments include class activities, discussions, group work, and others to check students’ progress and understanding of topics like ecosystems, respect Indigenous views, and Treaties. These activities will allow the teacher to provide feedback and make sure students are grasping the key ideas. 

The main summative assessment will be a poster project. The poster will be graded on how well it integrates all subject areas and shows their knowledge of ecosystems, respect for others and the environment, and the importance of Treaties.

	
For self-assessment, students will keep a gratitude journal where they will write about what they are grateful for in nature. They will reflect on things like the animals, plants, or places that they feel connected to and appreciate. This will help them to understand the importance of respecting the natural world.



Rubric for the “Harmonious World” Poster Assessment 

Name: __________________  Date: __________________ 

	
	4-Exceeds 
	3-Meets
	2-Progressing 
	1-Needs More

	Visual Appeal/Presentation
	No errors. Information is clear and concise. Visually appealing/engaging
	Significant visual appeal. Minor errors. 
	There are some slide/poster errors. Too much information was contained in the presentation/poster. Or, not enough information was on slides/posters. Minimal effort was made. 
	There are many errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuality. The presentation/poster were difficult to read. Little to no effort.

	
	
	
	
	

	Comprehension
	Extensive knowledge of the topic. Demonstrated complete understanding of the background material.
	A good understanding of the topic. Demonstrated adequate understanding of the background material. Addressed some issues of the project.
	Demonstrated a degree of understanding of some parts of the topic. Missed some ideas or main themes.
	Did not seem to understand topics.

	Content/Accuracy
	All aspects of the project are accurate, well-developed, and reflect the concepts from each subject area (science, health, social studies, arts, Treaty education).
	Most aspects of the project are accurate, with only minor gaps or a lack of depth in one or two areas.
	Some aspects of the project are inaccurate, incomplete, or superficial.
	The project lacks accuracy and demonstrates little understanding of key concepts.

	Integration
	The project seamlessly integrates all subject areas with clear, meaningful connections between them.
	Most subject areas are well-integrated, though one area may feel less connected.
	Some subject areas are disconnected, making the overall message unclear or weak.
	The project lacks integration of subject areas, making it difficult to understand the connections.

	Reflection/Explanation
	The student provides a thorough, clear, and insightful explanation of their poster choices, demonstrating deep understanding of respect, harmony, and Treaty principles.
	The student provides a clear explanation, with a few minor gaps in understanding or detail.
	The student provides a basic explanation, but key points are missing or unclear.
	The student does not explain their choices, or the explanation is unclear and lacks depth.




	Stage 3 – Learning Plan 
What teaching and learning experiences will you use to:
· achieve the desired results identified in Stage 1?
· equip students to complete the assessment tasks identified in Stage 2?

	Briefly outline the four lesson plans that make up your mini-unit.

	#
	Outcome(s) and
Indicators
(No more than one outcome per lesson, plus the Treaty Ed indicator)
	Instructional Strategies/Process   
Learning Tasks/Experiences
	Assessment
	Resources/Materials

	1
	Science
Outcome:
AN2.3 - Assess the interdependence of humans and in natural and constructed environments.
Indicator:
Examine the importance and sacredness of animals in First Nations, Métis, and other cultures.

Treaty Indicator:
Represent examples of peaceful and harmonious relationships between First Nations and others.
	
Lesson Steps 

Context:

The students will learn the important relationship between humans and animals. Focusing on the food web, going into depth of the dependance of each relationship in the community. Students will further learn the importance of the food web and food chain to First Nations, Metis, and various other cultures. Understanding their value of animals, the interconnection, and the honoring they have for every part of the animal. The lesson will include various ways for students to explore ways animals play in our ecosystem and understand why respecting peaceful relationships are valuable. 

Inquiry:

Students will first discuss what would happen if there were no animals. Further adding follow up questions.

They will next discuss how humans and animals depend on one another for survival. They can explore what animals humans need for survival. You can encourage students to name animals they use for survival. Is this for food, clothing, tools?
· Can use a youtube storybook to follow this discussion. Storybook - The Two-legged creature 

They will next be introduced to what consumers, producers, and decomposers are. 

Next they will discuss how animals to First Nations and Metis people are sacred and honored. Putting an importance on what and how they use animals, while having a peaceful relationship with them. Along with adding the interconnection of animals and how all animals are connected. 
· Students can watch the “Food Chain - Animal science for kids” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pasB5FxhVUk and/or “Food Chain and Food webs” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSeeWslTEkk 

Students will then create their own food chain. In groups handout pictures of animals and plants. 
· Students will follow up with a class discussion on the food chains they made.

The teacher will give a final hands on assignment with each given animal that connects along to a string in a circle. Each string/animal is connected. Ask a student to let go of their sting and see what happens to the other animal and their survival. Ask students what happens when a new species (or animal) is added. It means the circle adjusts, just like when Europeans came to First Nations land and everyone had to adjust and find a new balance to live in harmony and share the land.

Create and Reflect: 

Two options:

Option 1: 

Students will have the opportunity to reflect on their string circle activity. Reflecting on what they learned about our ecosystem with a question worksheet. A couple follow up questions will clarify with students that in First Nations culture taking care of our land and species is important. As it reminds us our ecosystem is interconnected, without one part of our ecosystem we lose another. 
· can be used with worksheet and group discussion
Option 2:

Create a short quiz or poll to assess students' understanding of key concepts. Perhaps create a quiz on kahoot it. This can be a fun and engaging way to end the lesson while checking for understanding. Include questions about food chains, the importance of animals in ecosystems, and their role in Indigenous cultures.
· Students can either use phones or class computers to do the kahoot.it
https://kahoot.it/ 
Adaptations: 

Students will be able to instead of answering the questions by sentence form, use a word bank to fill in sentences to gain understanding of what they learned. 

For students who have diverse learning skills and sensory issues, will be able to draw a picture of what life would look like without animals with what they learned today. Including an aspect of Indigenous view of what peaceful and harmonious interconnections look like. 

If string activity is not available to do due to online zoom learning. Create an activity where students can be detectives. Ask students questions such as “if all deer disappeared, who would be affected first?”. Then assign students to be ‘detectives’ and figure out using the food web who would be affected.

Comprehension Strategies: 

Predicting, making connections, reflecting with peers, showing understanding with animal/plant cards, showing understanding with string activity, questioning, and answering question worksheets. 

	
Listen - Learn - Reflect

Students will predict and question what life would look like without animals. Along with the activity following the question worksheet, students have the opportunity to analyze what happens when one species is gone and what would happen to the others. As well reflect what they learned about the importance of animals to our world and First Nations people. They will be assessed during their activities and be observed with their animal/plant cards to ensure they are on the right track. 
	Resources:

 “Food Chain - Animal science for kids” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pasB5FxhVUk 

 “Food Chain and Food webs” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSeeWslTEkk 

https://kahoot.it/  

Food webs and chain question worksheets 

Materials: 

String, Animal and plants picture cards, Question worksheets

	2
	Health Education Outcome: 
USC 2.4 - Examine social and personal meanings of "respect" and establish ways to show respect for self, persons, living things, possessions, and the environment.
Indicator: 
Realize a range of culturally sensitive ways to show respect (e.g., handshake, eye contact) and begin to develop the abilities to act on this realization including:
· recognize and avoid exclusionary behaviors
· identify ways to show genuine kindness and gratitude.
Treaty Indicator:
Discuss the First Nations concepts of sharing (e.g., traditional community ownership vs. individual ownership) and consider what sharing the land and its resources might mean
	
Lesson Steps

Context: 

Students will learn to understand the concept of ‘respect’ for others, living things, possessions, and the environment around them. They will learn various ways of how they can be respectful, while also examining ways that are disrespectful to others and things and how they can avoid these behaviors. In addition, students will discuss what respect means to First Nations people by introducing their worldviews of sharing lands and resources. By teaching respect in different contexts, especially on First Nations perspectives, students learn to foster respect for other cultures and to recognize a sense of responsibility for their actions. 

Inquiry:

Begin by placing a chart paper on the white board and have a discussion with students on what it means to respect someone or something. 
· write down each student's response onto the paper. or if students are capable of listening, have them each one by one write one word to respond to the question. After having students briefly clarify why they chose their word. 

Emphasize to students that respect means being kind and loving to others around us and things around us. 

Students will next watch a storytelling video As a class on respect: The Calamead Dragon https://youtu.be/gQWfYAsoLUQ?si=1i_1vqmwnqofc1Uw 

After the video have a class discussion on the following questions: 
· Why do you think all the people in the town were scared of dragons? 
· How could the town show respect? 
· What if the town was always respectful? Do you think the story would have ended differently? 

Briefly discuss culturally sensitive ways different people show respect in different ways. 
· saying ‘hello’ with a handshake
· waving hello and goodbye 
· sharing
· listening to others without interrupting 
· putting your hand up to answer a question

Briefly discuss ways that are disrespectful and what to avoid. 
· interrupting 
· putting our hands on others without permission
· disregarding rules
· using rude or inappropriate language 

Activity: give students scenario cards and have them play our scenarios with a partner. Have them practice how they can be respective in each scenario. 
· observe scenarios 

Students will next read as a class, “The Giving Tree: A Retelling of a Traditional Metis Story” by Leah Dorian 
Video reading: https://youtu.be/r45Whex-0Bg?si=5-gXco8scY9KjEUt
 
We will discuss what it means when Indigenous people give back to the land and believe that the land will give back to them. 
· Why do you think it is important to give back to the land? 
· How can you give back to the land? 

Create and Reflect:

Students will have the chance to reflect on what they learned about being respectful to others and things, while being respectful to First Nations culture. They will draw/color their own giving tree and reflect on what they would want to give back to the land.

Adaptations:

For students who may not feel comfortable drawing can incorporate technology and write words around a tree online to answer the questions

Alternative reflections students can all gather in a circle and pass around a talking rock. When it comes to the students' turn they will discuss what they learned about respect and one thing they can do to give back to the land and earth. 

Comprehension Strategies: 

Brainstorming, class discussion, asking/answering questions, doing activities with partners (partner work), reflecting, drawing

	
Listen - Learn - Create

The students will brainstorm what it means to be respective, following acting out scenarios with partners to display how they can be respective in different situations. Students will be observed in their participation throughout different activities. Students will as well be assessed on their giving tree. It wil not be assessed by how perfect it is but rather the reflection of their learning and understanding of ‘respect’ with people, things, and more specifically how they can be respectful to First Nations lands, and resources by giving back and sharing. 
 
	
Resources:

The Calamed Dragon - https://youtu.be/gQWfYAsoLUQ?si=1i_1vqmwnqofc1Uw

The Giving Tree: A Retelling of a Traditional Metis Story by Leah Dorian 
https://youtu.be/r45Whex-0Bg?si=5-gXco8scY9KjEUt 

Materials: 

chart paper, markers, paper, pencils, coloring pencils, scenario cards 

	3
	Social Studies Outcome: 
R.W 2.2 Analyze various worldviews regarding the natural environment.
Indicators 
	Investigate traditional First Nations worldviews of the relationship between humanity and the environment
Treaty Indicator: Examine the concepts of peace and harmony and provide examples of how these concepts are expressed in people’s lives and discuss why these concepts are important.



	
Lesson Steps

Context:

Students will begin to gain an understanding on Indigenous perspectives on the relationship between humans and the environment including animals. Students will listen to stories from Indigenous elders and educators and interpret their own understanding of Indigenous teaching, knowledge and stories. Developing an understanding and respect for the balance and interconnectedness of plants, animals and humans. As well as understanding the importance of an individual in the ecosystem and giving back to the environment that provides for us.

The Lion King clip is a reliable story to students to understand the importance of diversity in the cycle of life. Students will begin to understand Indigenous worldview, that the earth provides and the land is meant to be shared. Sharing the Sacred Seven teachings of wisdom, love, respect, courage, honesty, humility and truth with students can help them to learn respect for self, others as well as the environment. As respect is the gift from the buffalo students can start to learn about its importance and history. 

Inquiry:

Begin by showing an earth to students and ask the question, “what do you think it means to take care of the earth”
· you can brainstorm ideas on chart paper or have a simple class discussion

Explain to students different people around the world have different worldviews on nature. 
Watch the video on the Māori of New Zealand. Discuss and explain as a class some of the connections to nature the kids in the video learned about.
-https://youtu.be/_I_TxIZNOYM?feature=shared


Discuss we will be examining traditional First Nations views between human and nature and the importance nature including animals are to them.
     -https://youtu.be/zc-Enykb028?si=JM8CwkXVIeos6MZK
Indigenous worldview, stop, explain and discuss themes with students throughout the video. 

Students will listen to stories from Elders of the importance of nature to them. Developing an understanding of interconnectedness of plants, animals and humans. As well as the importance of giving back to nature.
· have an elder from the local school come in

Students will watch the lion king clip to understand the diversity in the cycle of life and start to understand culture can vary in different parts of the world.
· Lion King Video: Respect and Harmony

Students will begin to understand Indigenous worldview, that the earth provides and the land is meant to be shared. They will follow this learning by watching a video on the sacred seven teachings. This will help student to learn respect for self, others as well as the environment
· https://rabbitandbearpaws.com/teachings/
https://youtu.be/ZnAT4LGkfKo 

Create and Reflect:

Have students pick an insect, plant, or piece of nature they would like to help or protect. Gather supplies (respectfully) such as grass and create a collage. They will discuss with the class what element they chose and why they chose that part of nature to help and protect. What does it mean to First Nations people?

Adaptations: 

Due to weather or other circumstances students can print out pictures of the element into a collage instead for their project. 

In a zoom class students can still watch all the videos and discuss in breakout rooms or as a class. Students can have that time to go outside with guardians if available or prepare a day before and share with class.  

Comprehension Strategies:

Brainstorm, class discussion, questioning, researching, creating, projects, watching videos, discovery 

	
Listen - Learn - Reflect

Students will brainstorm in a class discussion on what it means to take care of the earth. Students will listen to brief videos and listen to elders perspectives to understand their learning. Students will be assessed by picking an insect, plant, or piece of nature they would like to help or protect. Gather supplies (respectfully) such as grass and create a collage. They will discuss with the class what element they chose and why they chose that part of nature to help and protect. What does it mean to First Nations people?


	
Resources 

Lion King Video: Respect and Harmony

Aborginal Worldview
Indigenous Worldviews vs western worldviews in Canada

Maori- Kids Travel

https://rabbitandbearpaws.com/teachings/
https://youtu.be/ZnAT4LGkfKo

Materials

Chart paper, videos, markers, pencils, elements of nature, paper

	4
	Arts Ed.
Outcome:
CH2.1 Identify key features of arts and cultural traditions in own community.
Indicator:
Investigate the arts and cultural traditions found in own community.
Treaty Indicator:
Represent examples of peaceful and harmonious relationships between First Nations and others.
	Lesson Steps

Context:

The students will learn about the art of different cultures and how it showcases peaceful, harmonious relationships. They will view, listen to, and interpret Saskatchewan, Canadian, and Worldwide examples of creative connections to the local community. By the end of the lesson, students should be shown to respect themselves, their classmates, First Nations, other artists' worldviews, and the environment in their art form. 

Inquiry: 

Begin by writing down essential questions on the whiteboard for students to write down in their art journals. 
· What art have you seen in our local community? 
· How do you think peaceful relationships impact art?
· What groups create art?
· Discuss any other ideas the students may have. 

These questions will connect to the Indigenous Art video as support and guidance for traditions found in our community relationships. As a class, talk about the feelings and history of each art piece: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pukAifVDfqM.

They will discover the interconnectedness of art, culture, and the environment. Relating this to a video on Environmental Art shows that peace and harmony exist in different ways no matter where or who you are linking to everyone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJGinfL75v. 
Students will complete and hand in a short three-question pop quiz on both videos to show connections in learning. 

Explain to students what an art gallery is and how they can help represent critical features in one's heritage. They will look at the Multicultural Association of Fredericton’s (New Brunswick) virtual exhibit: https://mcaf.nb.ca/en/multicultural-art-gallery/.
-What ideas or visions do you see? 
Are there any connections between the previously discussed First Nations and the environment? How do you represent home on this diverse planet? 

We will then look at the City of Regina’s program to amplify and preserve Indigenous culture in our community. Hopefully, noticing peaceful representations and harmonious visibility: https://www.regina.ca/parks-recreation-culture/arts-culture/public-art-collections/indigenous-artist-in-residence/

Create and Reflect: Students will work in groups of 3, showcasing their relationships and the cultures they inhabit through the art strains. If they choose dance, music, or drama, it will be a two-minute filmed presentation or skit. For Visual Art, make a coloured sketch similar to the ones shown in the videos and art exhibit. The discussions and responses in the art journal should help create a final product. What does it represent for each group member? Does it contribute to notions of peaceful cultures and harmonious relations?

Adaptations: 

Students can respond in point form to the responses instead of sentences for a better and quicker understanding of each topic during discussions. 

Students with inclusive needs will receive worksheets online, explanations, and other videos to adapt to learning with the same goals. 

If the class were online, they would either be alone or collaborate through platforms like Google Classroom. The videos and art gallery links could be provided for them to watch at home or be shown in class. The project would be started in class through breakout rooms or as a homework assignment. They could use platforms like iMovie, GarageBand, and drawing apps to convey their ideas. 

Comprehension Strategies: 

Brainstorming, questioning, making connections/discoveries, creative/artistic reflection projects, pop quizzes, class discussions, watching videos, and activating prior knowledge.  
	Listen - Learn - Reflect 

Students will discover and question how relationships between Indigenous peoples and Newcomers exist in our community through art. Along with the journal inquiries and the pop quiz. They have the opportunity to analyze the ways art inspires cultural relationships, the environment, and the reactions that come from it. As well as reflect on what they learned about the importance of peaceful and harmonious heritages in Regina. They will be assessed throughout the inquiries and observed with their group's cooperation, completing the art strains project.     
	Resources: 

Indigenous Art Grade 1&2- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pukAifVDfqM

Environmental Art- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJGinfL75vY

Multicultural Art Gallery- https://mcaf.nb.ca/en/multicultural-art-gallery/

Regina’s Indigenous Artist in Residence- https://www.regina.ca/parks-recreation-culture/arts-culture/public-art-collections/indigenous-artist-in-residence/

Materials: 

Art Journal, pencil, paper, pencil crayons/markers, iPads with recording platforms or learning apps, and the pop quiz. 






	Subject/Grade: Science, Grade 2     Lesson Title: Ecosystems of Harmony - Treaty Relationships between First Nations and Newcomers
Teacher: Kadie, Emma, Mariia, Kade, Brandi

	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results

	Outcome(s)/Indicator(s):
Outcome:
AN2.3 - Assess the interdependence of humans and in natural and constructed environments.
Indicator:
Examine the importance and sacredness of animals in First Nations, Métis, and other cultures.

Treaty Indicator:
Represent examples of peaceful and harmonious relationships between First Nations and others.


	Treaty Outcomes and Indicators:
TR21: Examine how the Treaties are the basis for harmonious relationships in which land and resources are shared.
Indicators:
·  Examine the concepts of peace and harmony and provide examples of how these concepts are expressed in people’s lives and discuss why these concepts are important.
·  Discuss the First Nations concepts of sharing (e.g., traditional community ownership vs. individual ownership) and consider what sharing the land and its resources might mean.
·  Represent examples of peaceful and harmonious relationships between First Nations and others.

	Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements)


I can create a food chain of the relationships of animals local to the area.
I can explain the importance of humans, animals and other living beings, and how nature is connected and depend on each other and give examples. 
I can show respect with words and actions.
I can explain the importance of various animals to Indigenous peoples and lifestyle. 
I can use various art media to show values like respect, peace and harmony.
I can explain how treaties and indigenous worldview can help people coexist peacefully and share the land and resources. 





	Essential Questions:
These should be taken from the essential questions identified in the unit overview.
 
What are some animals that are traditional to Indigenous peoples traditions? How do those animals rely on each other?

How are humans, animals, and nature connected?

What if animals could no longer live in our world - how would our lives change?

Why is respect important in how we treat people, animals, all living beings, and the environment?

How do Indigenous peoples and other cultures see their relationship with the Earth and animals?

How does art in our community show respect for people and nature?

How do treaties help us all live together in harmony and share the land with all people?


	Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning

	Assessment will be determined through the product of the question worksheet or a kahoot.it quiz 

Option 1 - Question worksheet assessment: 
This worksheet will align out a variety of ways for students to show what they learned about the food web/chain; matching diagrams, naming trophic levels, and answering multiple questions. This will allow for a reflection of learning using the process of if one animal is off the food chain, and following life without animals, while using critical thinking skills throughout the assignment. The assessment will be based on students participation and listening to construct answers for the worksheet. All students should be able to do the assignment even if they watch their peers do the activities (although all students must be encouraged to do the activity). Assignment must be done independently, no partner work will be necessary. Indeed if students need to apply adaptations as there are not enough papers, students can be allowed to answer questions with a partner quietly (teacher must pick partners).  

Option 2 - Kahoot it quiz:
The kahoot.it quiz will align out a fun, engaging assessment for students that will also align out each student's learning. Students will answer a variety of questions related to their learning; food chains, the importance of animals in the ecosystem, Indigenous peoples views, and their role in Indigenous culture. The quiz will give either a multiple choice or true or false questions, those who answer the fastest and correct reach high on the leaderboard. Students will not be assessed by how fast they answer, as long as they answer the questions correctly. The teacher can go back after the quiz to see each student's results. 

	Stage 3: Build Learning Plan

	Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):  Time: 10 minutes

1. Discussion: What would happen if there were no animals in the world?
Start by engaging the students in a general discussion. Begin with a few questions to get them thinking critically.
Prompts: 
· What would our world look like without animals? Would our lives be different without animals? What do animals do for us and help us with survival? 
· If there were no animals would it affect the source of food? Would it affect plants and insects, how so? What would we learn about nature if there were no animals?

2. Explore human-animal dependence. 
Encourage students to think about their personal relationships with animals and their importance to human survival.
· Students can explore what animals humans need for survival. Encourage students to name animals they use for survival. Is this for food, clothing, tools?
3. Use a youtube storybook Storybook - The Two-legged creature to follow this discussion and illustrate the ideas of interdependence between humans and animals

Development:                                              Time: 40 minutes

1. Food chains and food webs. 
· Present the concepts of producers, consumers, and decomposers in an ecosystem using visuals and examples. 
· Show a brief video clip about the food chain to capture students’ interest.
Tropic levels: 
· Level 1: Plants (producers)
· Level 2: Animals that eat plants or herbivores (primary consumers)
· Level 3: Animals that eat herbivores (secondary consumers, carnivores)
· Level 4: Animals that eat carnivores (tertiary consumers, carnivores)
· Level 5: Animals at the top of the food chain are called apex predators. Nothing eats these animals.
2. Students will watch videos:
“Food Chain - Animal science for kids” 
and/or “Food Chain and Food webs” 
After the video, have a quick discussion to check understanding:
· How do food chains and food webs show how different animals depend on each other?
· What might happen to an ecosystem if one of the main food chains is disrupted?
· How do food chains and food webs help us understand the balance in nature?
Students will create their own food chain. In groups, handout pictures of animals and plants. Students will follow up with a class discussion on the food chains they made.

3. Cultural Significance. 
· Recognize the sacredness of animals in Indigenous cultures and their value in maintaining ecological balance
· Discuss how animals to First Nations and Metis people are sacred and honored, putting an importance on what and how they use animals, while having a peaceful relationship with them. 
· Discuss the importance of animals to different cultures
· Address the misconceptions that animals are just resources for humans and emphasize the need for mutual respect and ecological balance 

Discussion: How do the relationships between people and animals in Indigenous cultures help maintain ecological balance?

4. Interdependence. Explore how the survival of one species affects others in the ecosystem. 
Activity: 
· The teacher will lead a hands-on activity where each student is given a string attached to a specific animal, and all the strings are connected in a circle. This represents the interconnectedness of different species. 
· The teacher will then ask a student to release their string, demonstrating how the removal of one animal impacts the survival of others in the ecosystem. 
· If a new species (or animal) is added, the circle adjusts, just like when Europeans came to First Nations land and everyone had to make changes and find a new balance to live in harmony and share the land. This activity helps students to understand the importance of each species in maintaining ecological balance.

Class Discussion:
· How did the removal of one species affect the balance in the circle?
· What does this activity teach us about the interdependence of species in nature?
5. Respecting Nature. 
· Acknowledge the importance of honoring and respecting all living beings and the environment
· Discuss how our actions can affect the environment and the animals within it

Learning Closure:                                      Time: 10 minutes

Students will have the opportunity to reflect on their string circle activity and the taught lesson today through either having the option of a question worksheet or a Kahoot! quiz. 

Option 1: 

Reflect on what they learned about our ecosystem with a question worksheet. A couple follow up questions will clarify with students that in First Nations culture taking care of our land and species is important. It reminds us our ecosystem is interconnected, without one part of our ecosystem we lose another. 

[image: ][image: ]

Option 2:

Create a short quiz or poll to assess students' understanding of key concepts. Perhaps create a quiz on kahoot it. This can be a fun and engaging way to end the lesson while checking for understanding. Include questions about food chains, the importance of animals in ecosystems, and their role in Indigenous cultures.
· Students can either use phones or class computers to do the kahoot.it
https://kahoot.it/ 




	Materials/Equipment:

Food chains and Food webs

FOOD CHAIN: Animal science for kids

· String 
· Animal and plants picture cards
· Question worksheets

Storybook - The Two-legged creature 

Science Resourses 
Food chains explained for children 
Food chain activity

Food web lesson (for references and ideas)

https://kahoot.it/ 




Management Strategies:

Set clear instructions of what is being asked. Consider using demonstrations especially when students go into groups and create food webs/chains. 
· example; grass ↪ rabbit ↪ fox ↪ bear

Set expectations. Discuss the order of what is going to happen. Set an expectation, especially towards the string activity. 
· ‘Wait for your turn to pull the string, when your name is called’ 
· ‘raise your hand if you need help or have a question’

When doing group work, assign groups to encourage students to communicate with new peers and for students to have better focus. 

Encourage predictions and questions. Group discussion can be more engaging than answering questions on a sheet. 

Have a wrap up discussion of what we learned and/or something the students found interesting about the food web/chain


Safety Considerations:

Cut string before hand to prevent having to use scissors as a class. 

When doing the string activity with students be aware of using too long of string to avoid tangling with students and hazards of students using it in an inappropriate way. 

Encourage students to hold the string below the waist to prevent from being near the face and/or neck.

Use non allergic or soft string to prevent allergic reactions or skin irritation

Possible Adaptations/
Differentiation:

· Students will be able to instead of answering the questions by sentence form, use a word bank to fill in sentences to gain understanding of what they learned. 

· For students who have diverse learning skills and sensory issues, will be able to draw a picture of what life would look like without animals with what they learned today. Including an aspect of Indigenous view of what peaceful and harmonious interconnections look like. 

· If string activity is not available to do due to online zoom learning. Create an activity where students can be detectives. Ask students questions such as “if all deer disappeared, who would be affected first?”. Then assign students to be ‘detectives’ and figure out using the food web who would be affected.





	[bookmark: _n5nov0qxaxmb]Adaptations for Online Teaching and Learning

	[bookmark: _lbpz5o9vo7r]
[bookmark: _gg9dqp9j8fqe]In an online teaching setting, it is important to adjust activities and teaching methods to keep students engaged, help them understand the material, and encourage participation. While many classroom activities work in person, there are so many online tools and virtual spaces that can help incorporate online teaching and learning into this lesson. 
1. Video viewing and discussion 
· Share YouTube links in advance or play them live
· Use Zoom chat or Google Meet for discussion. 
· Students can answer questions via chat, discussion boards, or voice.
Discussion Questions: Use Google Forms for quick reflections. Ask about food chains, food webs, and interdependence.
2. Group work/Interdependence Activity
· Use Zoom breakout rooms
· Use Google Drawings for students to connect animals in a virtual web of interdependence
· Present a scenario: “What would happen if deer disappeared?” 
· Have a discussion on how the removal of one animal impacts the survival of others in the ecosystem in breakout rooms
3. Learning Closure
Have students complete Google Form where students answer a few quick questions to reflect on what they learned:
· "What is the most important thing you learned today about food chains?"
· "How do humans and animals depend on each other for survival?"
· "Name one way you can help protect ecosystems."
Class poll or quiz:
· Use Kahoot! to create a short quiz or poll to assess students' understanding of key concepts. 
Digital Poster Board Project Creation
· Use Canva for digital poster creation. It offers a variety of templates, images, and graphics to help students show their creativity and understanding of the material.



	[bookmark: _jxu1euakwy8i]Stage 4: Reflection

	[bookmark: _d2y18abx8xqh]In delivering this lesson, we aimed to help students understand and reflect on the relationship between humans and the environment, with a particular focus on the ecosystem and animals within it. We also addressed the cultural and spiritual significance they have to First Nations peoples. The primary objective was for students to understand that ecosystems and humans are all interconnected, without one part we would lose the others. Students are engaged in critical thinking to explore what life would look like without animals. Throughout the lesson students participated in class discussions, watched short clips to help deepen understanding, group activities creating food chains, and had the option of either completing a question assignment or participating in a Kahoot! quiz for a more interactive layout of a quiz to reflect on learning. 

Next steps for improvement include aligning the lesson plan to feature a guest speaker, such as a local Elder, so students can hear directly from an Indigenous Elder about the impacts of food chains, along with their cultural significance to animals. Another idea is to reinforce peaceful relationships with animals, as practiced by Indigenous peoples. We could Introduce ways for students to foster harmony and respect toward animals. As a class, students could create a ‘classroom treaty’ to brainstorm ways to respect our environment and ecosystems. In the future we can incorporate other worldviews on food chains/webs and how they view the ecosystem, along with their symbolic or spiritual aspects. By doing this, we hope to create a more inclusive and respectful environment. We want to help students feel connected to the natural world and inspired to take care of it. 
[bookmark: _wb170kcij71l]




Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (pbk)
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