	Lesson Title:  The Perfect Beak (Animal Adaptation)
Course: Grade 6- Science
Designer: Rowena Cuento & Kiarra Albert

	 Learning Outcomes/ Measurable Objectives

	Formal Unit Outcome(s): 
DL6.4
Examine and describe structures and behaviours that help:

· individual living organisms survive in their environments in the short term

· species of living organisms adapt to their environments in the long term.


	Measurable Objectives: By the end of the lesson, students will show that they understand animal adaptations by doing three things:

· do the experiment with their group mates and accurately fill-in their observation table

· name at least 2 different examples of beak shapes

· explain how different beak shapes are adapted to different food types


	Assessment Evidence

	Formative Assessments (Assessment for Learning): 

· Student participation during the experiment
· Have them record their observations and ask why they got those results

· Students will communicate what were the challenges they’ve encountered

· Students will communicate what is their one take away from the lesson
· Student engagement


	Materials

	· beaks: spoon, tweezers, straw
· food: gummy worms (crushed oreos), marbles, navy beans, toothpick

· plastic cups

· online timer
· pens, pencils

· table charts

	Learning Plan

	Learning Experiences & Instruction: 
ENGAGE: (5-7 minutes)

Thumb Challenge
Let’s try something together: Fold your thumbs down and make fists with both hands. Now, without using your thumbs, try to pick up a pencil or grab something small from your desk—just using your 8 fingers. Was it easy or hard? Now imagine your thumbs were like a bird’s beak. How would that change the way you pick things up? Today, we’re going to see how birds’ beaks help them do things that we can't do with our hands! 

Show 4 pictures of birds that have different beak shapes. Ask students what they notice about the beak shapes. (woodpecker, parrot, spoonbill, owl)
EXPLORE: 25 minutes
Lab Portion

· Project the paragraph about birds and how they use their beaks to adapt to their environment
· Read it as a class

· Show 4 pictures of birds that have different beak shapes. Ask students what they notice about the beaks (woodpecker, parrot, spoonbill, owl)

· Show the table of beaks and foods that they need to fill out as a group

· Do two examples to show them what they need to do during the experiment

· Provide the materials for each group 

· Walk around the classroom and interact with students as they are doing the experiment
· Make sure that students are recording their results as they are doing the experiment

EXPLAIN/ELABORATE: 10 minutes
· Ask students to share their answers to this: 
Why do you think each bird illustrated has a different beak shape?
· Guide students to understand that bird’s beaks are adaptations that birds use to help them get the food they need to survive.

· Give examples: woodpecker uses its bark to peck into bark and wood to catch insects

Hummingbird’s beak is long and narrow like a straw to collect nectar, spoonbill’s beak is like a spoon that helps the bird find and catch food in the water or mud, an owl’s beak is sharp, hooked, and pointed so they can bite and tear their food into smaller pieces. 

EVALUATE:

Closure: 5 minutes
Exit slip:

The Most Important Thing I Learned

· How it works: Give students 5 minutes to write about the most important thing they learned during the lesson. You can prompt them with questions like:

· What did you learn about beaks that surprised you?

· Why do you think birds need different types of beaks?
· What are you still wondering about birds and how they adapt?
Ask students to share their answers to the class and then let them start packing their things.
Hand each student a pack of candy when they’re done sharing their answers.



	Professional Development Plan

	· Stick with the lesson plan -use tabs to guide me where I need to do or say next
· Have a clear closure- give students 5 minutes to do an exit slip regarding the topic
· Check-in with students and bring them back every 10 or so minutes- remember grade 6s’ attention span is about 11-12 minutes
· Make my voice a little louder- borrow Ms. Abdulhadi’s mike if needed
Remember! Mistakes are part of learning. Make this day something you can be proud of.


