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Comparing two or more texts
Directions: Use the questions below to help you think about the relationship between two or more texts of any 
kind. Use the back of the sheet if you need more room to write.

Content: In your own words, what is each text saying?

Similarities: How are these texts similar, connected or related? How are they alike, whether in terms of subject 
matter, theme, purpose, tone, etc.? What specific lines and details echo each other or connect?

Differences: How are the two different—again, in terms of subject matter, theme, purpose, tone or anything else? 
Where do they “disagree”? 

The Two Texts Together: How does reading the two together make you see or understand things you might not 
if you read them separately? If the creators or subjects of these texts were to have a conversation, what is one 
thing they might say to each other?

Questions and Reactions: What questions do these texts and their content raise for you? What reactions do you 
have to them, either individually or together?

text 1: text 2:  


	name: Betty
	date: February 24, 2022
	Text 1:: Cinderella
-protagonist is a young woman who is mistreated by step mother and step sisters
-she is uncomplaining but dreams of escaping her circumstances 
-attends a ball when given opportunity by Godmother - she is satisfied with the dress she is given and does not ask for more
-she  must rush out when the clock strikes
-Prince searches for her
-the slipper fits and fairytale ending
	Text 2:: The Necklace
-protagonist is a married woman who is desperately unhappy with her circumstances of poverty and lack of fine things
-she complains and seems difficult to satisfy when her husband brings home an invitation to the ball
-attends a ball and loses a borrowed necklace 
-must go into debt to replace the necklace
-10 years of labour makes her old before her time 
-finds out the necklace was not real and all the years of toil were for nothing
	Similarities - Text: Both protagonists dream of escaping their current economic reality and living situation.
Both are beautiful and dream of the finer things in life.
Both are "victims of circumstance" and don't see any escape. 
	Differences - Text: Cinderella is made to work hard; Mathilde does not do physical work before the necklace is lost
Cinderella is uncomplaining; Mathilde "suffers" and complains and is not easily satisfied
Cinderella tells a "white lie" about being at the ball but does not appear "scheming" while Mathilde schemes to get the money to buy the dress to attend the ball.
Cinderella does not seem to proud or haughty; Mathilde is overly concerned with appearances and how she appears to other women
	Two Texts Together - Text: Cinderella does not have major chacter flaws, she makes the best of difficult circumstances;
Mathilde is consumed with "appearances" and her pride drives her to borrow a necklace because she longed for "adornment" -- the message is that false pride leads one to make errors in judgement.
	Q&R - Text: Is a lie always a lie or are there times when a lie is justified?


